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A 
LETTER 
To the Reverend | 

Mr. William Hobby. 
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Reverend S1k, 
Py I Have peruſed the Letter you have publiſhe 


- 
— 
— 
- 


or KK h Wd be in Defence of the Itinerancy and the Condu 


of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield ; and cannot bu 
take Notice of that hanghty Air which mani, 
1 feſtly runs thro' the whole of it; and you! 
RRſupercilious and ſcurrilous Way of treating 
Gentlemen, of much greater Figure and Cha 

rater than yourſelf; and in particular, the 

ungentleman-like Reflections you have caſt upon the Reverend 
and Honoured Preſident, and ſome of the other Governours of the 
College, much your Superiours ; and indeed upon the whole 
Society, of which you was many Years an unworthy Member 
This I think is ſufficient to juſtify me in all the Freedom I ſhal 
take in animadverting upon your wonderful Piece, wherein yo 
have diſcover'd, in my Opinion, but little of the Scholar, leſ 
of the Gentleman, and leaſt of all, of that which is pecutiarl; 
the Character of a Miniſter of Chriſt, Meekneſs and Humility 
And truly, Sir, when any one publickly treats Gentlemen wh 
are juſtly eſteemed his Betters, with Contumely ; and it can b 
made to appear that they do not deſerve it, he ought to be takei 
te 


Ll 


| 
| 


R — 


to Task, and that roundly : Silence in ſuch 2 Caſe may well be 


| accounted criminal. It is then, if ever, à Time to (ſpeck, Does 
not your Letter, writren in Vindication of the grand Iuinerant, 


abound with the moſt unmannerly Reflections: on Gentlemen of 
ſuperiour Note and Merit? You cannot then complein if little 
or no Regard is had to your Cloth, when you are dealt With 
ſomewhat ſeverely, Prov. 18. 16. I think is very applicable to 
you,--- A Fool's Lips enter into Contention, and his Mouth calleth for 


| Strokes. It may be ſome others will join with me when I bave 
examined ſeveral Paſlages in your extraordinary Piece, leaving 


ſome others to be corrected by an abler Pen; which I hope will 
be faithfully done, and enkindle in you ſome Relentings for that 


| intolerable Arrogance which runs thro'. your wholePertormance. 


| 
- 


. 


| 


In P. 16. of your Pamphlet, you mention an Objection fre- 
quently made againſt Mr. Whitefield, which is, That he is an 


' Enthuſiaſt. To which you reply, But ſure I am if Mr. Wo 
** has no other Evidence brought againſt him than what I find 


* in that Piece which is the Prodnce of the College, he is far 
** leſs of an Enthuliaſt than ſome even of his Friends have appre- 
* hended him.” Thus, Sir, you have expreſt a moſt contemptible 
Opinion of the College- Teſtimony ; and do plainly infinuate, that 
it rather hurts than ſerves the Cauſe it was deſigned to defend: 
But how does this appear? Not by your #pſe dixit ; for that is 


not worthy of any one's Notice: Nor by any Remarks of your's 


upon the Teſtimony ; for if you defigned to diſcover any Weak- 
neſs in it in your famous Letter, you have failed in theAttempt, 
as may be eaſily ſeen. 

Mr. W —— has, you acknowledge, taken Notice of ſame 
Dreams : But how 1s it evident they were worthy of Notice ? 
you tell us, God did ſpeak to Men in Dreams in Old Teſtament 


Times, and Tilate's Wife's Dream reſpecting our Saviour, was 


from God. Does it from hence follow that the 1:ineran:;'s Dreams 


cCould be worthy of the particular Notice he would have taken of 
them ? Is not the monſtrous Abſurdity of your way of Arguing 


obvious at firſt View? How mean, how deſpicable is your Way 
of Reaſoning? One would think you had learnt your Logic of 


your Rev. Brother, whom you ſay is the Produce of Ireland; and 


whom you have the impudence and Ill-nature to put upon a 


Level with a Rev. Gentleman, who as much excells him and 


you, and your beloved [tineravt (who I believe are pretty much 


upon a Par) as the greateſt Number, anUnit ; or Light, Darkneſs. 


After 
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another Objection waiting for an Anſwer: And that is, Mr. 


(s) 
After you have paus'd a while, and taken Breath, you fink 
Whitefield Conduct bimſelf by his Dream. This is one Argument 


in the College-Teſtimony, to prove Mr. W — an Enthuſiaſt among a 


ſeveral others, whereby the Charge is abundantly ſupported ; 
all which Arguments, 'except this, have eſcaped the quick- 
ſighted Mr. Hobby. And to ſhew that this is an Argument of 
conſiderable Weight, three Dreams are quoted from Mr. W——4"s 
Life, which he himſelf ſays were from God, and in expreſs 
Terms declates he was conducted by. But no, ſay you, pal- 
ſing by Two of them in Silence, ( whether you thought them 
not worthy of an Anſwer, or unanſwerable it's needleſs to deter- 
mine,) There was one Dream Mr. W—— was not conducted by ; for 
he could not be conducted by it literally, and therefore he could not be 


influenced by it at all. This to be ſure, is what your good Friend 


never thought of; for it is apparent from his Anſwer to the 
Teſtimony, that he was conducted by this Dream, A Reconci- 
liation therefore of this Contradiction between you and your 
good Friend, the Itinerant, remains to employ the Pen of ſome 
Learned Apologiſt. Indeed, Sir, You ought to be aſhamed of ſuch 
a mean and pitiful Shift as this. Vain and haughty Man! Did 
you imagine there were none of ſo great Difcernment as to 
diſcover to you your fallacions Way of arguing? or that none 
dare engage in ſo bold an Attempt ?- If Mr. /— accounts 
his Dreams divine Impreſſions, and declares that ſuch and ſuch 


Actions were done by him in Conſequence of them, ( as1 think 


will plainly appear to any One that reads the Account of them 
in his Life with an unprejudiced Mind ) to me the Conclufion 
is {ſtrong and convincing, that Mr. at leaft in ſome Cafes 
is conducted by Dreams. Nor do I ſee how the great and ſaga- 
cious Mr. Hobby, il the Light that is in him be not Darkneſs,can avoid 
ſeeing the. Force of the Argument. And ſince 'tis certain Mr. 
— has in ſome Inftances been conducted by Dreams, as 
he himſelf acknowledges, ſo far he has made a Bible of them; 
and therefore he -ought, by all means, to be teftified againſt 
as an Enthuſiaſt, So glaring is his Enthuſiafm, that notwiftand- 
ing the Havghtineſs of your Temper, you find yourſelf con- 
ſt-ain d to acknowledge you believe him to be, in ſome Mea- 
ſu re, tinctur'd with it. Mr, #— you ſay, © very poſſibly, may 
have at ſome Times miſtook his own Imaginations for Pivinò, 
Impreſſions.” And if you had ſaid, it is evident beyond Difpute 
that he has done ſo above = hundred Times, you would not 

: have 


1 
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have exceeded the Truth. Surely you are not ſo great a Stran- 
ger to Mr. Wiitfeld s, Writings, when ſuch is your Regard for. 
them, that One would think they were valu'd by you next, if 
not prefer'd to, the Kible. lay you are not ſo great a Stranger 
to them, as not to know. they almoſt every where, particularly 
his Life and Tournals, ſtrongly breathe forth-a Spirit of Enthi- 
fraſm. The Examples, therefore, of ſome great and good Men, 
who, in ſome jew. Inſtance of, their Lives, have been influ- 
encd by this R enough from being ſufficient to 
juſtify your Friend, the Iincrant. Honeſtly, Sir, Did it not 
proceed from your inſufferable Pride, and invincible Prejudice, 
chat you publickly appear'd in Defence of a Man whom. nei- 
ther you, tho' you have.endeavour'd it with all your might, 
nor all the World, have been able to clear from the Charge of 
Enthuſiaſm. You have told us P. 17. That Religion coun- 
* tenances no Enthuſiaſm, but it reſults from. the Weakneſs of 
the Man ſecretly mixing it ſelf with the Graces of the Chri- 
6e ſtian”, From your own Words then, it is apparently a 
wicked Thing deſtructive of pure Religion, and 'the Happinels 
of Mank ind. Does not Eccleſiaſtical-Hiſtory abound with 
Inſtances of the miſchievous Conſequences of it to the Church 
of GOD in all Ages? Doth it not run like Wild-Fire, and 
conlume the very Vitals of pure Religion? And are not all 
Men under the ſtrongeſt Obligations, therefore, to ſuppreſs 
the firſt Riſings of it in themſelves; and vigorouſly to oppoſe 
it's Progreſs in the World? It's the Manner of Enthaſcaſts to 
take their crude and extravagant Notions of Things to be the 
infallible Dictates of the Spirit of GOD, and in no wile to 
call them 1n queſtion, but impoſe them upon others as divine ; 
and being applauded by the People, they go on deceiving, 
and being deceived. Are not Enthuſiaſts the Bane of the Chri- 
ſtian Church? They ought therefore to be cruſh'd (not in- 
deed with a Maul, tho' that would be as proper to cruſh 
them as to cruſh a Flea; but ) by treating them with all 
the Contempt they deſerve ? And whoever countenances 
any Enthuſiaſt, by publickly appearing in his Defence, how 
much ſoever he may boaſt of the Goodneſs of his Intentions, 
he is certainly a Deſtroyer of true Religion, and an Enemy 
to Mankind ; and ought to be branded with the deepeſt Marks 


of Infamy, as a due Reward of his Folly Whether you, Rev. 


Sir, are not guilty in this Matter, you would do well ſeriouſſy 
to conſider, and, for once, act the Part of an honeſt Man, ny 
9. SG, lot once, ac en 4 
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let Conſcience. do it's Office. Is it not demonſtrable that 
Mr. W=——is an Enthuſiaft by his own Account of himfelf in his 


Writings ? Does he not frequently ſpeak of his great Intimacy 
with Heaven, and magnify himſelf with a View that the World 
may look upon him as ſome extraordinary Perſon? Are not | 
the far greateſt Part of the moſt wiſe, knowing and judi- 
cious Gentlemen throughout the Country, ſully convinced 
from the Spirit of Mr. V', Writings; that he is an Entheſiaft ? 


And do they not: ſee as far into the remote Conſequenes of | 


| 


| 


Things, and may it not be preſum'd, that they are as free | 
from Prejudice as the great, the meek, and the modeſt Mr. | 
Hobby ? Above an Hundred of the Clergy have publick!y | 


teſtified againit the grand Itinerant as an Enthuſiaſt. In Op- 


poſition to whoſe Judgment you have the Vanity and Front 
to ſet up your weak and abſurd Opinion, deſerving Con- 


tempt from all. even the meaneſt. To what Purpoſe have you | 
labour'd hard in Vindication of the Itinerant, when, in all 


you have written, you have plainly diſcoverd your Mind to 
be more elevated with Pride, and leaven'd with Malice, than 
adorn'd with the Innocency of the Dove, and Gentleneſs of 
the Lamb ? Would it not have turn'd more to your Account; 
both here and hereafter, if you had ſpent your Time in the 
Field or in Merchandizing, (as, with conſiderable Ill- Nature, you 
{ay was the Practice of ſome of your Rev. Neighbours, and him 
in particular whom you call Mr. Sacerdos in Foro) than to ſpend 
your precious Time in writing bitter Invectives againſt Gen- 
tlemen of known Probity and Integrity, and deſervedly eſteemed 
for their Religion and Learning? Is this the Manner of a con- 
verted Man ? Is this living up to your Character as a Miniſter 
or Chriſtian? Where is the Harm of a Clergyman's uling proper 
Means to procure ſuitable Subſiſtence, if the eſſential Duties of 
his Calling are not neglected, and his Salary be not equal to his 
Nec eſſities? Which is the Caſe of thoſey Rev: Gentlemen you 
reflect upon, as far as I can underſtand, Why then have you 


vented your Spleen againſt thoſe Rev. Gentlemen, and endea- 
your'd to brand them with Obloquy ? r whe 


Another Objection you mention as brought againſt Mr. W: 
is his talking of inward Feelings. To remove which Objection, 


what you ſay concerning our feeling Joy and Sorrow, and your 
telling us that taſting and ſeeing are, in Scripture, uſed” meta- 


pborically, are no Proof that Mr, 4 did not expreſs himſelf 
| K | ablurdl g 


. 


| 


| 
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ablurdly about inward Feelings. It is no where ſaid in Scripture, 
that we can feel the Spirit of God, tho“ we feel the Effetts of it. 
Sir, I may ſay of your Conſequences as Dr. South (aid of ſome 
| Preachers in his Day, that their Conſequences were, properly 
ſpeaking, draw»; for they don't naturally follow. Let me tell 
| you plainly, Rev. Sir, If your Sermons are no better compoſed 
than this Piece, the late Brat of your Brains, the Goſpel is 
| preach d poorly enough in Reading, God knows. Tis not to be 
; wonder'd at that you have appear'd in the Defence of a Man 
who has long ſince cry'd down rational Preaching. And now, 
Sir, It you were to take the Advice your ſelf, which you have 
thought proper to give to others, (with how much Reaſon ler 
the World judge) and impartially examine with what Temper 
of Mind you wrote your Piece, whether you did not fee! the 
Corruptions of a bad Spirit operating in you while you was 
endeavouring to clear the Itinerant from the Charges fully 
prov d upon him. If you did not feel the Workings of a proud 
and haughty Spirit, yon was inſenſible to a monſtrous Degree: 
amazing Stupidity ! You are paſt feeling. — You might ſell 
| your Religion now for a Half. Penny, as you tell us you might 
| have ſold your Right to Heaven for a Meſs of Pottage, and be 
a Gainer by the Bargain. 


Having anſwer'd, as you imagine, ſome Matters of ſmaller 
{ Moment, (and indeed fofar as inconcluſive and abſurd Argu- 
ments are an Anſwer to any Objection, you have play'd your 
Part to Admitation) you paſs to other Things, as you appre- 
hend of more Weight. For thus you expreſs your ſelf —— 
But to riſe in our Objections, (and I believe you might 
juſtly add, — to fall in my Anſwers, if poflible ) let us, ſay 
| you, in the next Place conſider what relates to the Colleges, 
concerning which Mr. W— . ſays, I believe it may be ſaid of 
| & them, that their Light is now become Darkneſs, even Darkneſs 
that may be felt. A ſaucy, ſcandalous and unmannerly Speech 
this! — And the more ſo as it was utter'd by a raw, arro- 
| gant and raſh Youth, conſidering whoſe uncommon Preten- 
tions to Humility, and the great Civility with which he was 
treated by the Gentlemen of the College, and their liberal 
Contributions which he received, we might have expected from 


his Lips more of rhe Law of Kindneſs, and Speech ſeaſon d with 
Sal. — Sir, As the Gentlemen of the College have ever given 
you all the Reſpect due to your Station, fo they might have 
8 expected 
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expected from you, in Return, as Gratitude requires, Civility, 
and not ſcurcilous Treatment, How diminutively ſoever you 
have expreſt your felf concerning the College - Teſtimony, as ſcarcely 
deſerving your Notice; yet I doubt not but it will always be 
eſteem d by judicious and unprejudic'd Perſons, as much pre- 
ferable to your Defence of the [tinerant, as Mr. Locks Works 
are to John Bunyan's, One Thing I am ſure can be ſaid of 

that with Truth, which cannot be ſaid of your Piece; and that 
is, that the Things therein advanc'd, are fully prov'd, altho“ 
your Eyes are not open'd wide enough to ſee the Force of the 
Arguments. | | 8 


* 


Re v. Sir, I cannot but take Notice of, and mention to you 
with all Seriouſneſs, your uſing the Scripture in a ludricous 
Manner, not to mention that Inftance which has already with 
a great deal of Juſtice, been obſerved to you. Page 13. © What- 
ever of Form, ſay you, there is in this Objection, I am ſure 
ce there is no Comelineſs This, Rev. Sir, you might know is 
perfectly trifling. Ne lude cum Sacris, you ought always to bear 
upon your Mind, and conſider how far you are guilty in the! 
Sight of GOD. And let What I have ſaid ſerve as a Reproof 
upon an obedient Er. EX | | 

Sir, You have been pleaſed in your remarkable Performance to 
attempt to juſtify the Itinerant as to his Expreſſion concerning the 
College, that the Light thereof was become Darkneſs, even Dark- 
neſs that might be feli. This, ſay you, is a Truth; and yet you 
declare that the Expreſſion was ever diſagreable to you, as it 
tended to diſcourage the Growth of the College, which ever was, 
and, you hope, ever will be one of the Glories of the Land.“ 
Thick Darkneſs was, for ſome Time, one of the Glories of the 
Land, according to Mr. Hobby's Reaſoning. Sir, You reaſon ſo 
accurately, that I believe, in a little Time, you may expect an 
Encomium from your Rev: Brother of Iriſh Extract. Now, Sir, 
To prove that the Light of the College was thick Darkneſs, 
this is one Argument which you advance, That ſome Perſons! 
told the Itinerant that ſuch was it's State. But we have no 
Reaſon to think that thoſe Perſons from whom Mr. — re- 
ceiv'd this black Account which he has given of the College, 
were Friends to the Society; for ſeveral Gentlemen have de- 
clared that they gave Mr. /. — a good Character of the Col 
lege; and that ſome were reproved before Mr. / — s Face, 
for giving a dark and falſe Account of it: And thole Gentle- 
men took particular Notice of Mr. Vds inclining rather 
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told, that he was misinform d; and therefore if you ſhould in- 


to receive a bad, than a good and true, Account of the Society. 
Mr. W. had therefore the greateſt Reaſon to believe the dark 
Account given of the College to be falle z but yet he was ſo fool - 
iſh and wicked as to publiſh it to the World; and therefore de- 
ſerves to be ſeverely cenſured. Surely none ought to have a 
worſe Opinion of the College for any Thing Mr. Hobby or Mr. 
Whitfield have ſaid againſt it. | 


Sir, As to what you ſay of the College's being in a State of 
Darkneſs when you was there, I anſwer : From your own Ac= 
count of your ſelf, you was a dark Spot in the Society; and if 
all the Students were equally dark with you (which | believe 
rap very far from being the Caſe ) there was indeed Darknels 
that might be felt, But it is not to be preſumed the bole was 
bad becauſe you was a vile Wretch: The beſt Proof you could 
bring for the Colleges being in a bad State while you was there; 
znd what is much more to the Purpoſe than any Thing yo 
have advanc'd, is your being ſuffer'd to continue there ſo long: 
t is moſt certainly far better than what you urge about ſome 
Gentlemen's being diſcarded for Immoralities, which rather makes 
!againft you; and alſo what you ſay about the Pearl of great Price 
being but little regarded; for as you don't know the Hearts 
of Men, ſo you ought to have ſpoken only for your Self, and 
not have boldly invaded the Divine Prerogative, and deter- 
nin'd the State of the Society in general. „ 
I cannot but remark upon the plain Innuendo that you have 
ziven, that the College was involv'd in thick Darkneſs, and that 
Mr. — befriended the Society by [ſpeaking of it's real Dark- 
geſa. To this I would fay, If what' tends co diſcourage the 
[Srowth:of the College is a real Damage to the Society, and he 
that publifhes what is to it's real Damage, is an Enemy to it, 
ꝛccording to you Mr. — did real Damage to the College and 
deſriended it at the ſame Time, which is abſurd. You declare 
our ſelf to be no Judge in this Matter: For my Part, Ithink 
this is-vety evident, and am glad you are ſenſible of it; and 
houldreadily have join di with yeu, had yu declar'd you was 
a0 Judge in many other Matters you had the Vanity to take 
apon you to determine. 

7 * — 


|. As to hel Character of the College, Mr. W — was plainly 
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ſiſt upon it in eternum, that he ought to be juſtified, as he enly 
publiſh'd a Report, it's down“ right Folly to pretend to juſtify 


Another Objeckign brought agaipſt Mt. 1 —, is, That he 
| preaches in an pe Way qto which I anfwer, As it is 
undeniable, the exttmporary Way bf preaching is a lazy Way, 
and very dangerous to the Souls of Men; and as it is evident 
. — has made it his Practice, he is juſtly condemned 
or it. „ 27 Hi 09.10 enen yo 


Sir, I have now made thoſe Remarks on your ſuper-excellent | 
Piece which I thought highly proper; and confidering the Pro- 
vocation you have given me and others to animadvert upon your 


Performance, I cannot reflect upon my ſelf for having taken too 
great Freedom, or bor uling cd or Sevrich. | } 


There is however one Thing I think proper to declare to 
you, and that is, If you imagine I have a malicious Deſign in 
writing againſt you; ou ge, ee miſtaken ; for I do now | 
publickly and honeftly declare, I have no Malice againſt you: 

My Deſign in Writing, was a friendly Chaſtiſement of you for 
your inſufterable Pride and Inſolence; and may it have it's de- 


fired Effect, which q; ur Reformation. 
"Xe \ 148 * 4 110 3 * 


I ſhall only add a few Lines with Regard to your Deſizn, in 
writing a Defence of Mr. —. | 


| 


Rev. Sir, If you deſign. d to do Seryice to Religion, theCaltage, or 
the Coputry, its: ger x apa ent chat. you muſt have rote in g very 
different Strain from that in your Pamphlet; for neither Religion, 
the College, nor the Country, can be benefited by a ſcur:ilous 
Treatment of Gentlemen of Character. It muſt then be pre- 
ung you had ſome other Dejigy in writing, if you had any | 
a; all. 8 2 

However vile and abuſive Mr. — has been in his Re- 
flections on the College, he is not alone ; ſor the very pious and 
learned Mr. Hobby has equal'd, if not exceeded him; and 
acquir'd an immortab Fame like to that of Erofrgtys, who, as 

Hiſtory informs us, that his Name might Faria 
down to Poſterity branded with Inſamy, than loſt in Oblivion, 


ä ů — 


5* 


4 „ | 
Had vou fully nſider'd of that > of the renown- | 


ed Sperates, © had rather Men ſhould ſay ot me when I am gone, 
bee was no ſuch Man as Soerates, «than: that they ſhould 


* ſay that_Setrates_was proud, revengeful and cruel; I ſay 
Had you fully. conſidered of this, you wouldenar, by writing 


in Defence, of the. [cineraxt, have - erecte Monument ol your 
. Arrogance and Wickedneſs tog, All future *. 


y 


What wonderful Succeſs you have had in the Dildority of 
| your important SELF to the World, is evident from the par- 
J ticular Notice taken of you in a late Piece publiſh'd for your 
Correction, the Conſequence of which will be, that whenever* 


Poſterity ſhalt ſee a 7: ig of Birch; they will f medii call to 
Mind Tae 58 
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Mer % Richard Pateſball. 
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